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Rachel Gleeson has written with passion and thankfulness 
about the quality of teaching in the humanities that she 
received from her teachers whilst a pupil at St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge which has clearly made her the woman she is 
today: a teacher of RE. The inimitable 
Shirley Charters has hilariously explained 
how the nuns helped in her character 
formation! Whilst no longer having 
‘religious’ teaching in the school, we 
feature some current ‘lay’ teachers from 
our humanities team who, between them, 
have clocked up an impressive 66 years  
of service. It is teaching of the quality  
that Aodain, Daniel and Fleur generously 
and expertly provide which allows our  
Sixth Formers to reach with confidence 
beyond their A Level subjects to write 
thought provoking Extended Projects. Examples of recent 
projects included in this edition indicate the range of girls’ 
interests in the humanities which is noticeably coupled  

with a strong desire to play their part in the world and make  
it a better place as Rachel has so movingly commented. Many  
of the girls go on to study humanities subjects at university: 
for example, our Director of Studies has two girls of five Upper 

Sixth students in her Sixth Form tutor 
group who will be reading Geography  
at university after their GAP years.

If on reflection you discern how  
St Mary’s changed your life for the 
better through the quality of teaching 
and relationships and opportunities 
provided during your school days 
we would love to hear from you. 
Additionally, if you feel moved to 
contribute to our Sister Christopher 
Bursary Fund in order to support girls 
to gain a St Mary’s education which 

otherwise owing to financial disadvantage would be denied 
them, we would be thrilled to hear from you.

Headmistress’  
   welcome and introduction

Charlotte Avery,  
Headmistress

Many of the girls go on to 
study humanities subjects 
at university: for example, 
our Director of Studies has 
two girls of five Upper Sixth 
students in her Sixth Form 
tutor group who will be reading 
Geography at university after 
their GAP years.

We studied settlement and I fondly remember a 
homework on place names, looking up Anglo-Saxon 
origins; I think this may have triggered my love for words 
and on winning the year 9 Geography prize I chose an 
etymological dictionary that I still use today. St. Mary’s 
shaped the passions I have today- my favourite folder, 
that I still have and refer to today  is my ‘GCSE RS’ folder, 
as a teacher of RS, these resources and Miss Fleming’s 
charismatic teaching shaped my teaching, supported  
my theology degree and gave me confidence in my career. 
As a Head of Humanities I often have to teach History 
and Geography and I’ve often delved 
back to my Geography, and History 
notes, reminding me of the wonderful 
hand drawn OHP slides depicting 
long-shore-drift and erosion, bringing 
back knowledge I’d stored away 
back to the foreground of my mind 
with fond memories. I am forever 
indebted to wonderful teachers in the 
Humanities who have provided me 
with a particular outlook of life and 
the world. As a teacher, I’ve also had 
the pleasure of working with several Pastonians who have 
become fabulous teachers of the Humanities subjects,  
or are working in associated fields. 

The Humanities subjects provided us all with many 
opportunities to see and experiences places and cultures 
through many trips and visits…I’m sure many of us have 
memories of Classics Trips to Rome and Pompeii and 
Geography field trips to Dorset; my most memorable 
being a Humanities trip to Turkey where we visited the 
Aya Sofya, Pamukkale and Ephesus- I feel so grateful that 
I was able to have such a wonderful experience aged 14. 
I also have wonderful memories of spending time with 
friends on a less-exotic data collection trip to a rather 
rainy Conwy in North Wales. 

St. Mary’s is a school that opens girls minds to the world, 
to have not only knowledge and understanding of it,  
but to be able to reflect upon culture and society and  
to contribute significantly to it. The Humanities provide 
a chance to learn, to think and to enquire into the social, 
political, religious and economic affairs, past and 
present – St. Mary’s has provided so many of us with this 
opportunity. In the schools most recent inspection report 
it was commented that the girls are “… mature, reflective, 
self-confident without being arrogant, and highly aware  
of the needs of others.  Both they and the staff fully  

reflect the school’s ethos of integrity, 
justice and respect”. Furthermore,  
St. Mary’s girls past and present 
continue to support, and show love  
for the global community. As 
Pastonians, it is important that  
we continue to support the global  
and local community. Mary Ward’s 
historical and religious significance  
is undoubtedly huge, especially to  
the lives of girls who get to experience 
a Mary Ward school. Having a foundress 

who wasn’t afraid to speak her mind on women’s rights 
and on equality, a woman who went on a spiritual 
journey that showed her endeavour for justice, peace and 
integrity, she said ‘I will always do my best’, what more 
can we ask of ourselves in responding to the community 
and to issues of justice, peace and integrity and of course  
she was right when she said ‘women in time will come 
to do much’!

As always, it is wonderful to hear of the news and 
experiences or Pastonians and to celebrate the 
contributions you are making to society and the links  
you are able to forge with the school in ensuring that  
St Mary’s continues to flourish.

“Women in time will come  
 to do much” 

I’ll admit, I’m a bit of a hoarder…I still have my school books and files. 
One of my favourites is my year 7 ‘People and Places’ folder; whereby 
we had an introduction to History and Geography in year 7.

I wish you all splendid summers and hope that you will enjoy reading 
this latest, vibrant edition of the Pastonian Newsletter either online  
or in paper format. 

Rachel Gleeson,  
(1997-2002)  
President of The Pastonian Association

St. Mary’s is a school that 
opens girls minds to the world, 
to have not only knowledge 
and understanding of it, but to 
be able to reflect upon culture 
and society and to contribute 
significantly to it. 
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Shirley completed a geography degree and gained a double  
blue and played county netball. Documentary films followed. 
She directed scripts by Sir John Betjeman, Christopher Fry 
and Eric Linklater and wrote and directed variously, a History 
of Cricket, a study of the Clean Air Act which won an award, 
a History of Wales based upon the inauguration of the Prince 
of Wales at Caernavon Castle, Balinese temple dancers, 
Philippine head-hunters, Alaskan salmon fishers, fairy stories 
in Czechoslovakia and so on. A script and marriage took her 
to Fiji for twenty five years where she wrote on Pacific Arts 
for the Fiji Times and various antipodean and US west coast 
magazines whilst starting up the Country’s first serious art 
gallery via which she provided interior decoration for several 
Pacific resorts and Fiji’s new parliament building. For that 
and for her work as Chairman of the Nadi Hospital Board she 
received the Fiji Medal from the Prime 
Minister. Returning to the UK to retire 
allowed her to research and write the 
book on her long time interest: “Whatever 
Happened to King John’s Lost Treasure?” 
which hopefully comes out in march  
next year. The next is in preparation,  
on “Somerset Maugham; First World War 
spy in the South Seas?”

Shirley feels that much of her success is down to the start 
that St Mary’s School gave to her. It gave her all the tools 
necessary to lead a fulfilling, busy, useful and kindly, loving 
life in whatever areas of interest have fascinated her. Her 
advice to others is to make the most of such a wonderful 
platform to leap out in the world.

All your life, never stop being interested in things and 
learning a bit more, never be fearful of saying “yes, I can.” 
Always do just a little bit more than is asked for and be 
generous in doing that. And even if you fall over along  
the way, and goodness knows everyone does, somehow  
it’s always possible to pull things together with effort  
and find that surprisingly new doors open up.

I once fell over literally, grazed my knees badly during an 
Under 14 Netball match again the dreaded Perse. Snivelling 
on the ground and wondering whether I was alive or about 
to die, Sister Christopher rushed over, looming above me and 
roaring “Get up child. Have some guts” (and yes, we won!)

Since then I’ve had a number of “Have some Guts” moments. 
Once filming in the Artic, when I was handed my safety kit  
by the Inuit pilot of the two seater plane I was squeezing  
into “we often have to come down in the middle of nowhere  
if there’s a white-out and you never know how long you’ve  
got to last.” He explained. And again, when travelling to 
the far north of the Philippines during the communist 
insurgency, when I was handed a pistol “just in case.” Even  
in sleepy Fiji we had a surprise military coup. Everything 
came to a standstill. Airport and quaysides closed. No radio 

(TV had not yet arrived), telephones 
intercepted, cuts in water, electricity, 
shops and markets closed, all the 
usual chaos that coups cause; soldiers 
everywhere. It happened that I had  
a three hour drive from my home to the 
capital Suva for an important meeting. 
There was hardly a soul daring to be out 
on the lumpy crunched-coral surface 

road around the coast. A need for being wary was in the air 
when distantly, running towards me down a hill and filling the 
road, came a great crowd of Fijians, leaping, shouting, waving 
their arms. Fijians can make themselves fearful to behold. 
What to do? Try to reverse. Turn tail, or push on. Thank you 
Sister Christopher; I went on, gently… and it turned out that 
the crowd was a rather happy, excited group of Methodists, 
singing and dancing as they carried a great wooden cross 
around the island as a symbol to help calm people down.  
I felt a fool for thinking it could be otherwise.

Thank you Sister Christopher and thank you St Mary’s  
School, Cambridge.

Reshma Abraham is currently taking  
a Gap Year before studying in Australia. 
Her research was on technology as a 
tool to combat human trafficing and 
part of her conclusion was as follows: 
“If law enforcement were to heavily 
monitor advertisements in unstable 
communities it would lead to a 
reduction in the number of vulnerable 
women entering human trafficing 
operations. By enforcing this, ‘Big Data’ 
can be used to establish links in the 
human trafficking world leading to  
a high chance of prosecution. Online 
courses such as ‘passport to Freedom’ 
are significantly beneficial and 
powerful. Utilizing ‘crowd sourcing’ can 
help to take better-informed decisions 
when assisting the victim. Therefore, 
combining information and technology 
would be a highly effective tool to 
combat human trafficking.” 

A second international boarder, Hillu 
Ibrahim Ali, is now at the University of 
Leicester studying Business Economics. 
Part of her conclusion to her research 
on child marriage in Nigeria was “one  
of the best ways to change the views  
of societies that accept child marriage 
is to provide them with a female 
example. That way they can have  
a real picture of what their daughter 
could have become, had they been set 
on a different path. Had they at least 
got their daughter through secondary 
education and given her a chance to 
flourish in what the world defines as 
a normal childhood, who knows, she 

might have been amongst the likes 
of great Nigerian women such as 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, a writer of 
global recognition with several awards 
such as the Ansfield-Wolf Book Award. 
As a human being I strongly stand 
against child marriage and I hope there 
is an increase in its awareness and 
efforts to eradicate it all over the world.” 

It is not just our boarders who have 
developed a global outlook: Helena 
Gough, one of our current Upper Sixth 
students is hoping to read Economics 
at the University of Bath next year. Her 
project considers the extent to which 
the Rea Vaya BRT could solve the public 
transport crisis in Johannesburg. Her 
fascinating study concluded “It may 
be that one transport system across 
Johannesburg and Tshwane (previously 
known as Pretoria) is unachievable; the 
post-Apartheid cities are too spread  
out and contain a wide demographic.  
It is important that alternative systems 
work together to serve the different 
populations so that the transport 
system as a whole can be as efficient  
as possible. For example, one way would 
be to expand the more ‘luxury’ Gautrain 
for the wealthier and the Rea Vaya for 
lower income users. One effect of better 
public transportation is that it will 
provide competition to the taxi industry 
and create uplift in its standards.” 

Another student who took the urban 
environment as her focus of study was 
Sasha Sweet Ruchinskaya who intends 

to read Architecture at Oxford Brookes 
next year. Sasha’s thought-provoking 
study was analysing the benefits of 
graffiti to modern society and London’s 
built environment. She concludes 
‘The street art which I analysed gave 
examples of how graffiti pieces can be 
designed, placed and painted in such 
a manner so that the local community 
can benefit from it. I hope that my 
research project has allowed the reader 
to understand and to see for themselves 
that many graffiti pieces are produced 
in order to enhance the lives of many 
people and that it is important for 
our modern society to reconsider the 
traditional view of graffiti as vandalism.’ 

An equally thought provoking piece 
was that produced by Melissa Jones, 
an Upper Sixth student aiming to read 
Theology at Cambridge next year. 
She analysed the differences in the 
social construct of gender in culture 
and media in the USA and UK, starting 
her research as follows: “The topics of 
gender and sexuality are ones which 
are becoming ever more important 
in a world in which we are trying to 
reconcile ancient religious doctrine 
and belief with modern and progressive 
viewpoints. Understanding gender and 
its constructs in different cultures is,  
in my opinion, imperative if we are  
– as a multicultural and global society – 
to improve human rights and eradicate 
the bigotry and prejudice still present  
in our world.”

Shirley Charters MA (Cantab)(1938-1951, 
Sports Captain 1949-1951) is a Senior Fellow 
of the Royal Geographical Society, a Fellow 
Royal Society of Arts and educated at St Mary’s 
School, Cambridge and Newnham College.

Many of our Sixth Form students decide to opt to undertake the EPQ 
– Extended Project Qualification – for which they undertake original 
research on an area of interest beyond their immediate A Level studies. 
The following examples demonstrate the girls’ confidence in taking areas 
of interest in the humanities and looking out for the greater, common 
good. As part of the qualification, the girls presented their research 
findings to their peer group and teachers.

School News – Great News!  

All your life, never stop being 
interested in things and 
learning a bit more, never be 
fearful of saying “yes, I can.” 

Focus on Our Sixth Form Students 

Contributions from the Pastonians  

54

The Pastonian Association Newsletter | Summer Term 2016 The Pastonian Association Newsletter | Summer Term 2016



On Thursday 29 April St Mary’s School, Cambridge hosted its annual  
Sports Award Dinner welcoming 190 students, staff and parents to 
celebrate the remarkable sporting achievements of individuals and  
teams across the school. 

Three special guests addressed the audience: Clare 
Cunningham, International Paratriathlete; Serita Solomon, 
British track and field athlete competing in hurdles; and Amy 
Smith, British freestyle swimmer who competed with Team GB 
at the 2012 London Olympics. 

Amy Smith spoke on behalf of the three guests exclaiming: 
“Instead of introducing ourselves as inspirational role models, 
it is we who have been inspired – by the girls at this school. 
It’s amazing how many different sports the girls have taken 
part in this year, and how many teams the school runs!”

Ms Charlotte Avery, Headmistress, St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge, highlighted the value of the school’s ‘sport  
for all’ commitment:
 

 “We deliver a full and varied programme of sport 
through our excellent Physical Education (PE) 
and Games provision. This ensures that there are 
sporting opportunities to suit each and every girl’s 
passions and talents and in this way we  lay a 
foundation which will transform the girls’ lives by 
instilling positive physical habits that we hope will 
stay with them into adulthood. We are extremely 
proud of each and every girl who participates in PE 
and Games, whether in school or in their free time, 
in competitions or purely for pleasure, and whether 
individually or as part of a team.”  

The evening featured a Q&A session, at which the school’s 
sports scholars were invited to ask the panel of professional 
athletes about their lives and careers. Miss Kimberley Cooil, 
2nd in Charge, PE and Games at St Mary’s School, Cambridge, 
commented that Serita Solomon’s answer of ‘almost every 
day’ to the question whether she ever felt like quitting was  
“so honest”. Having been plagued with injuries, Serita has 
had to battle through setbacks in training schedules and 
competition schedules, and spoke truthfully to the girls about 
how hard being a professional athlete can be – when you are 
not able to train and you feel your dreams slipping away.

Miss Cooil added: “One of the major factors affecting young 
adults’ mental wellbeing is body image, often related to 

low self-esteem. Girls’ confidence can plummet during 
adolescence, in line with their dropping levels of physical 
activity: the link between physical activity and the way girls 
view themselves is clear, physical activity plays a significant 
role in supporting positive mental wellbeing. We are so 
fortunate to be able to offer the girls a broad, balanced 
curriculum, of 28 sports, in order that they be able to work out 
which are the ones in which they thrive– and it is rewarding 
to see this recognised by our elite athlete guests at the Sports 
Award Dinner.”

The award for All Round Sports Woman was presented to  
Sixth Form student, Ludo C., who was also presented with  
the Ingrid Hoffman Trophy on the night. Ludo has represented 
the school in the gymnastics display, hockey and netball 
matches, and rowing competitions; completed her Grade 
8 and Intermediate Dance examinations; and as Games 
Captain has gone above and beyond what is expected of the 
role, including helping out every week with Junior School 
swimming lessons. Ms Avery concluded that: “Ludo is a 
shining example of what can be achieved when girls’ physical 
education is taken seriously and valued properly.” 

School News 

The Annual Sports Award Dinner

Ludo C.

The team spirit on the day was as wonderful as always, as the 
girls cheered on all competitors regardless of position. The girls’ 
faces showed their excitement as they stood on the winners’ 
podium and smiled for their photographs.

Highlights of the results
The overall winning House was Paston – congratulations to each 
member of Paston House! Paston House also won in the Year 8 
and Year 9 category, with Brookside coming first in Year 7, and 
Cavendish coming first in Year 10.

The Hope Gilbert trophy, for best Year 10 individual performance 
on the day, was awarded to four students this year as the compe-
tition was so close: Sidney W. in third place, Emily H. and Niamh 
M. in joint second place, and Lottie D. in first place.

A number of school records were broken this year: Year 7 student 
Ellie M., who achieved 4.35m in the long jump (beating her own 
record of 4.34m from earlier this year – the previous record was 
4.09m which has been the record since 1992); Year 7 student 
Tindra B-H., who threw a rounders ball 27.20m (previous record 
was 26.09m from June 2015); and then Year 7 student Emma R., 
who threw a rounders ball to set the new school record of 27.42m; 
and, earlier this year, Year 7 student Poppy E., threw the javelin 
16.90m to match the 20 year record of 16.90m set in 1996.

Well done to all the girls for joining in with the day’s events with 
such enthusiasm and congratulations to all of the girls who 
achieved a personal best; broke a record; performed better than 
they had hoped to; or simply got stuck in with competing and 
cheering for their peers.

St Mary’s School, Cambridge continued the tradition of starting sports 
day with a colourful Olympic style opening ceremony, displaying the 
community spirit as the girls walked with their House families, led by 
Sixth Form House captains holding House flags.

St Mary’s School, Cambridge Sports Day
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Many girls were successful in winning stickers (Pre-prep) or ribbons (Prep), and special mention 
must go to the following girls for breaking the existing school records:
•  Year 6 long jump: Lexy K., 3.90m
•  Year 4 75m sprint: Kate B. 12.1s
•  Year 5 100m sprint: Lucia C. 15.0s
•  Year 5 600m: Lucia C. 1m 58.01s
•  Year 6 600m: Imogen C. 2m 05.16s
•  New event - Year 6 turbo javelin: Rosie C. 14.32m 

We thank our colleagues from the Senior School PE department for their considerable support, as 
well as the Senior School Sports scholars and all parents who were able to join us. We look forward 
to building on the athletic successes and in particular wish Lucia well for the National Finals, which 
she will be competing in in Birmingham on Monday.

On Thursday 23 June 2016 thankfully the weather held off for a few hours for the junior 
sports day and the girls were able to run all of the events as planned. 

The girls were fantastic: each showing enthusiasm and obvious enjoyment. We were delighted to see the girls embracing  
one of the 12 Characteristics of a Mary Ward School - ‘Supporting each other throughout the school’ - by fully supporting each  
other within Houses and as individuals. 

Junior School Sports Day

As well as being an experienced A Level History teacher, examiner 
and historical researcher, Alison has recently become a published 
author, and not for the first time. Before becoming a teacher, 
Alison undertook research on the reign of Richard II, which is 
published under the title ‘Richard II and the Rebel Earl’ (CUP). 
After working for several years as a teacher and examiner Alison 
was approached by Edexcel to write text books for the new A Level 
History course. Our students will be using the new book,  
Religion and state in early modern Europe, in some of their 
lessons on the Tudor period. 

Congratulations to Alison, and all the best with the next 
endeavour; writing a second book for Pearson on Tudor 
Rebellions, which is to be published next year. 

A welcome to Alison Gundy…  
We welcomed Dr Alison Gundy to join the school at the start of the new  
academic year as teacher of History and Government and Politics. 

After St Mary’s Nikki Sheehan studied linguistics at university 
before becoming a subtitler on the Simpsons and then a journalist.

Nikki now lives in Brighton with her husband and three children, 
and works as a journalist, author, and a story facilitator for the 
Brighton branch of the Ministry of Stories. She loves dogs, adores 
reading, and is never happier than when she is talking to kids 
about stories.

Nikki Sheehan speaks about her latest book, “The Swan Boy” 
beautifully.  A review from The Telegraph stated “The book has 
pertinent things to say about the need for imagination in the 
modern world.” 

She uses blogging and social media to great effect in her work  
as a journalist and also has contributed child psychology pieces 
to the national papers.

Nikki Sheehan (1977-82)  
We were delighted to welcome back Nikki Sheehan to school in early May  
who very kindly gave a talk to the Year 8 who were captivated by her tips  
on how to become a successful author. 

Other School News
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Female rowers encourage students to be determined and resilient  
at annual Prize Giving ceremonie

St Mary’s School, Cambridge welcomed two 
inspirational female rowers to its Prize Giving 
ceremonies at the Junior School and Senior School  
this week to deliver motivational talks to students  
from age four to 18 and their parents.
 
Two times World Champion British rower and Olympic 
Games bronze medallist, Sarah Winckless MBE, was 
the guest speaker at the Senior School Prize Giving 
on Monday 4 July. Sarah delivered a rousing speech 
about humility, strength and courage. Sarah told 
the audience that she knew that she didn’t want to 
be a rower (despite her father and step-father being 
rowers) but as she got older and the Commonwealth 
Games became her ultimate goal, a Captain of Boats 
at University of Cambridge encouraged her to try the 
sport which would lead her to win gold. Sarah said: 

“I couldn’t get my blade out of the 
water the first time I rowed so I was 
put on a rowing machine to practice 
and rowed 2000m in 240 strokes. 
Everyone was looking at me as 
though I had two heads. Apparently  
I had beaten the score of every man 
in the college and every woman in  
the university.”

The topic of her speech was fitting for the Upper Sixth 
leavers as they embark on the next chapter of their 
lives. Sarah concluded: “I was pushed to try something 
new and I encourage all of you to be optimistic, set 
goals and be resilient – sometimes there will be times 
when you think you can’t do it but have the courage  
to try it in the first place. Step forward, have a go and 
find out what’s out there.”

Left – Sarah Winckless

The Annual Prize Giving ceremony

Below – Technology Award

2016 marked the introduction of a new technology prize at 
the Senior School, named after Mrs Anna Ladds, the school’s 
outgoing Head of Technology and Textiles and an alumna,  
which was presented to Year 9 student Marianne G.O. who has 
made a significant contribution to the Technology & Textiles 
department. The 3D printed prize, designed and produced by 
now-here - a company that releases the creative potential of 
organisations, holds transparent vessels filled with materials  
that are used in different areas of the department, to remind 
students that Technology is a diverse and exciting subject, full  
of creative potential. 

Daphne Martschenko, open-weight captain of Cambridge 
University Women’s Boat Club and a PhD student studying 
Education at Magdalene College, joined Junior School parents 
and pupils at their Prize Giving ceremony on Tuesday 5 July.  
Year 5 pupils had already met Daphne last month when they 
hiked across Cambridge to Midsummer Common, to the historic 
Goldie Boatshed, to meet Mr Steve Trapmore MBE, Gold medallist 
from the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney, as part of their 
learning about rivers for Geography. Down in the gym the girls 
were also able to observe Daphne as she trained. 

Daphne told the Prize Giving audience about how she had no idea 
what to do when she first got on an ergo (a rowing machine) and 
how she wanted to give up on more than one occasion. The pupils 
heard how the rower coped effectively with failure, having been
cut within the first week of trialing for the US national team, and 
focused on improving and growing. Speaking about rowing with
 her team mates, Daphne said: 

“Working towards a collective goal with  
a group of goal-oriented, exceptional,  
and unique women is empowering. It is  
a beautiful thing. It is something I hope 
each and every one of you gets to experience 
many times throughout your lives.”

Today we’re here to celebrate all the work you’ve done this year, 
work you’ve done here at school, work you’ve done helping 
your friends and families, helping the community. We’re here 
to celebrate all the work you’ve done to help make this world 
more sustainable and aware. At St Mary’s School, Cambridge you 
celebrate inspiring women in history, but you are also inspiring 
right now. In this moment. Today.”

Charlotte Avery, Headmistress at St Mary’s School, Cambridge, 
commented: “Cambridge is world famous for rowing and it was  
an honour to welcome two inspirational female rowers to our 
school this week to speak to our girls, not only about their sport 
but about resilience and determination.

These themes ran throughout our Prize Giving events and we 
wish our Year 6 leavers, who are moving up to the Senior School, 
and our Upper Sixth leavers ‘bon courage’ for the next chapter  
of their lives.”

Right – Daphne & Matthew
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Did you always want to be a teacher 
and what would you have done if you 
hadn’t become a teacher? 
From a very young age I wanted to be  
a teacher and even used to pretend to  
mark work-which is a tad extreme I know, 

but being the daughter of a teacher it seemed to be in my 
blood. I did go through a phase of ‘trying on’ other careers  
in my mid-teens and had a very entertaining set of part time 
jobs as I went through university holidays but returned to my 
first love and never really looked back. If I hadn’t become a 
teacher I did have notions at a very young age of becoming  
a dancer-not that I had any talent, but given my enjoyment  
of event planning and travel maybe I might have found myself 
as a travel guide or event planner!

How many years have you worked at St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge? 

I started in January 1998 so I am now in my 18th year.

What is a typical day like for you?
Busy! My office is now on the main corridor of the school so 
it’s a great place to catch people, do uniform checks, see how 
people are doing and touch base with my team of HOYs and  
my other deputy Mr Seidler. I don’t teach as much these days 
as my role as Deputy Head involves so many other aspects  
of being involved in school life so when I do get back in front  
of a class it is a real pleasure-no interruptions! I can be meeting 

students, dealing with issues, tidying up corridors, meeting  
the police, liaising with outside agencies, meeting with  
pastoral staff and dealing with all the things that come up  
in the run of things in a school day.

What has been your most memorable experience at  
St Mary’s School?
That’s a hard one as there have been so many but my top  
3 would be the re-opening of the chapel with an outside mass 
where the sound of the whole school singing could be heard 
across the Botanics I understand. The Staff Pantomime in  
my second year here with Mrs Dodsworth as the Ogre’s head 
sitting on another member of the RS department’s shoulders 
and my last Cantore concert at OLEM.

What makes the RS dept so special at St Mary’s?
That we have managed to find staff who are St Mary’s girls  

at heart, whatever their gender, and that we want the students  
to have the best possible experience no matter what we are 
doing whether it be music, assemblies, the Sixth Form Review, 
lessons or Days of Reflection..

Who or what inspires you and why?
Family, friends and colleagues! I am lucky to have so many 
people around me in different places who work hard, play 
enthusiastically and sing joyously no matter their ability!  
Who couldn’t fail to be inspired by that?

We have asked six questions of three valuable members of the Art department.  
Miss Aodain Fleming, Deputy Head (Pastoral),  Mr  Daniel Bennett, Director  
of Christian Life and Miss Fleur Spore, Head of Geography.

Features on humanities teachers

Miss Aodain Fleming

Mr Daniel Bennett
Did you always want to be a teacher and 
what would you have done if you hadn’t 
become a teacher?  
I don’t really know, that is the honest 
answer.  I’m encouraged that a number of 
very gifted colleagues and a lot of good 

priests I know (another option I was seriously considering for 
some time), when asked why or when they ‘decided’ to follow 
their particular path, reply: ‘I didn’t!’. It’s what’s happened 
so far and, as I sometimes say to my own children and my 
students when they are discussing their futures, ‘I’m still not 
sure what I’m going to do when I grow up.’!

Two things, however, suggest a potential deeper reason.  I have 
vague memories of playing schools with my younger sister 
when we were little; we would teach our teddies various lessons 
in front of an easel blackboard.  I could also name five or six 
teachers I had between Junior School and Sixth Form who, 
for one reason or another, would be worthy of that overused 

adjective ‘inspirational’. Usually it comes down to a mixture 
of love of learning, love of people and inherent kindness – 
describing someone as inspirational means we want to be  
at least something like them..

How many years have you worked at St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge?
I started here in the September of 2001, though I also did a 
brief teaching practice here at the end of the Summer Term 
of my PGCE.  It was examination season so I’m not sure how 
much teaching was really going on and I was busy planning 
my wedding as well.  When years later I was looking for a  
move I saw the advert for a teacher of RE here and thought, 
‘there was something about that place that felt right’. Two of  
us were interviewed and Acting Head Dr Jackson offered us  
both a job – an example of unconventional but wise and 
inspired management.  He asked if we knew why we had both 
been asked back into the interview room at the end of the day.  
I remember replying, ‘Is there a tie-breaker question?’ I have 

been here more than a third of my lifetime! Some days it feels 
like much longer and on others it can still feel new.

What is a typical day like for you?
Typical days are boring, which is why I am lucky that most  
of them are not.

What has been your most memorable experience  
at St Mary’s School?
The most satisfying and moving moment in recent years was 
the reopening and blessing of the restored Chapel during a big 
open air Mass after a 7 year absence. There have been some 
memorable lessons that other people have taken for me - the 
parish priest and councillors of Birzeit in Palestine, the former 
Head Boy of one of Educaid’s schools in Sierra Leone who had 
escaped from life as a child soldier in the civil war. The events 
I’ve chaired with Archbishop John Sentamu and, more recently, 
Rev Colin Chambers, who was Nelson Mandela’s chaplain in 
Robben Island prison, were very striking experiences. Singing 
jazz classics with the wonderful jazz or Concert Bands in West 
Road is always a buzz - good fun and well out of my early 
music comfort zone.    

Always memorable will be the general experience I love of 
having seen a large number of students over the years develop 
and flourish and become much more impressive than I was 

at their age, or indeed am now! I love the fact that generally 
students leave us with fond memories of their time here  
and are surprised to discover that not everyone in the world 
outside feels the same way about their school..

What makes the art dept so special at St Mary’s?
They are people with whom I laugh a lot – an awful lot –  
even when things are difficult, and this helps keep me a bit 
more sane.

Which artist has inspired you and why?
I don’t have a figure behind me who is a constant source  
of inspiration. I am often inspired in one way or another by 
every day acts of compassion and humanity, or the patience 
and kindness in some of the people I am lucky to know.  
I am moved by those like Jean Vanier who speak powerfully  
of the inherent value in every person, even and especially  
those whom society tends to reject. I am inspired by those 
who have nothing or who have lost everything or been in very 
difficult situations and have made something of their lives  
or made a big difference to the world or their community.  
I think this in the moments when I reflect how lucky I am  
in the opportunities I have had or could have had.

Did you always want to be a teacher and 
what would you have done if you hadn’t 
become a teacher? 
At a careers interview I put teaching 
in third place after beachcombing and 
writing poetry! In fact I did the civil service 

entrance exam as an undergraduate and got passed on to the 
Foreign Office, I landed a very well paid job but bottled out 
when I had to sign the official secrets act as I had an awful 
feeling I might not be very good at that!

How many years have you worked at St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge? 

33 and counting!

What is a typical day like for you?
Busy, there is far too much typing, (I was far faster with pen 
and paper!), and lots of silly emails that fritter away time which 
should be spent on being creative. I love making resources for 
lessons and doing wall displays, creating new worksheets and 
finding great clips for power points, though there is so much 
administration these days that you often feel you have been 
distracted from the real job of teaching!

What has been your most memorable experience  
at St Mary’s School?
There have been lots of great experiences and I have been  
lucky to always have wonderful colleagues so we have had 
some great times together but introducing students to  
Iceland and taking them onto a glacier is amazing and ranks  
as one of the best experiences!.

What makes the Geography department so special  
at St Mary’s?
We are a great team and we are all passionate both about 
Geography and teaching – we love it and love doing what  
we do to help the girls love it too!

Who or what inspires you and why?
I am a fan of wide skies and stunning landscapes and I always 
feel very humble when trying to make sense of the fantastic 
world we inhabit. I am inspired by God who has given us this 
amazing planet so we need to focus on understanding it and 
caring for it as it is such a special place.  I hope students get 
that same sense of awe and wonder at the natural world –  
we are so very lucky!

Miss Fleur Spore
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Catherine Cafferkey 

On Saturday 30 April Catherine Cafferkey and 10 other alumnae decided to organise  
a reunion weekend for their 40th birthday celebrations and part of the weekend was  
a tour of the school.  They were delighted to be back revisiting their old haunts and to 
see how much has changed.

Helen Brierley, Julia Soames, Dominique Hempstead, Amanda Lindsey,  
Victoria Clarke, Katie Clarke
Sitting row from left to right: Clare Allcock, Catherine Cafferkey, Kirsten Reid, 
Sarah Longe 

We say Good bye to teachers who are leaving this summer 

Judith Price  
– Teaching Assistant  
 Junior School

Joanna Stasiolek  
– IT Intern

Pam Down  
– Staff Secretary

Monica Crammond  
– Physics Technical

Cathy Gardiner  
– Boarding Housekeeper

Helen Seabourne  
– PE Teacher

Alan Bond  
– Maths Teacher

Doris Stutley 
 – Reception and  
 Finance Assistant

Martin Scott  
– Chemistry teacher

Louisa Reid  
– English Teacher

Janka Skrzypek 
 – Assistant Head of  
 Sixth Form/Assistant Housemistress

Anna Ladds  
– Head of Technology

Sarah Newbury  
– Head of Careers and work experience

As our Ambassador in Hong Kong Sabrina, along with other 
Pastonians, has been working hard to co-ordinate an event  
in Hong Kong and has now managed to secure approximately 
24 pastonians to attend a lunch reunion on 30 July 2016. If you 
would like to attend this event please do contact Sabrina directly.  

In addition to this Julie Chow has instigated a new initiative to 
welcome new boarders coming to St Mary’s which will be held 

on 10th August 2016 at C1 Cafe Bistro, G/F 186 Woosung Street, 
Jordon (a 3 minute walk from Jordon MTR exit 2).  

If you would like to have any more information about these 
events please contact Sabrina on moneymoney@live.hk  
or Emma Whittley on ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Our Ambassador in Hong Kong, Sabrina Chien (2011-2013)

On Friday 27 May 2016 the current upper sixth attended their 
final school mass in the Chapel to say goodbye to St Mary’s as 
a school environment and to welcome them into the Pastonian 
Association before they headed off to sit their examinations 
and embark on the next stage of their lives. It was a very happy 
occasion with many parents attending with lots of happy tears 

and goodbyes. Last year we established a special Leavers’ Book 
where we were able to mark this special occasion by asking 
girls to sign the book before handing them a gift of a framed 
photograph of their year group to keep forever and this year  
we were able to continue this tradition.

Welcome to our New Pastonians 2016

News from the Pastonians
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Please keep in touch and tell us what you are up to now by emailing ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk  
and by joining our dedicated Pastonian Facebook group - www.facebook.com/groups/239614822750910/ 
to look for lost friends, share memories, help keep the younger members engaged, career mentoring and more! 
Just search for The Pastonian Association, St Mary’s School, Cambridge the next time you’re on Facebook.

Dates for your diary
Saturday 10 September 2016 50th Year Reunion lunch to be held at School for those alumnae that  

left 50 years ago (within 5 years either way).  
If you would like to attend this please contact Emma Whittley on  
01223 224126 or email:  ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Tuesday 13 September 2016 Judy Reith – The five R’s  of Parenting lecture.   
If you would like to attend this please contact Emma Whittley  
on 01223 224126 or or book directly on  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-be-a-21st-century-parent-the-
five-rs-a-talk-from-judy-reith-parenting-guru-tickets-25969791345

Saturday 24 September 2016 An Audience with Ann Widdecombe.  
Tickets for this event are £20.   
If you would like to attend this please contact Emma Whittley  
on 01223 224126 or email: ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk.   
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-audience-with-ann-widdecombestrict-
ly-no-dancing-tickets-2519662779

October Date to be confirmed Boat Naming Event.  
If you would like to attend this please contact Emma Whittley  
on 01223 224126 or email: ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Tuesday 4 October 2016 Circle of Friends Meeting.  
If you would like to attend this please contact Emma Whittley  
on 01223 224126 or email: ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Friday 21 October 2016 Quiz night.  
If you would like to attend this please contact Emma Whittley  
on 01223 224126 or email: ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Thursday 24 November 2016 Wine tasting.  
If you would like to attend this please contact Emma Whittley  
on 01223 224126 or email: ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Friday 18 December  2016 Festive Fizz – A drinks reception in the Parlour for all alumnae who left  
in the last 5 years ie from 2011 onwards.   
If you would like to attend this please contact Emma Whittley  
on 01223 224126 or email: ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

In memoriam
We remember in our thoughts and prayers those who 
have died and the family and friends who mourn them. 
 
Cathy Green (1932-1944) – 1 May 2016

Congratulations to...
Wendy Yu who had graduated from Bristol University 
with a Batchelor in Dental Surgery. 
 
Sally (nee Down) & Dan Matthews on the birth of their 
first son Luke James on 27th June 2016. 
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