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After the wonderful success of Annie, I am 
delighted to be introducing our second 
‘new look’ Accolade with its topical focus on 

Performing Arts. As a teacher of Drama as well as 
English, I have a passion for the subject: I established 
Drama A Level and GCSE as academic subjects at 
Norwich High School GDST when I was Head of English 
and Drama and I directed two Shakespeare plays 
as well as a performance of Purcell’s Dido & Aeneas 
during my three years as a Deputy Head at Highgate 
School. Unsurprisingly, therefore, when I was appointed 
as Headmistress eight years ago, I was very keen to 
develop our Drama and Dance in line with the very fine 
tradition in Music and Speech and Drama that St Mary’s 
School, Cambridge had already rightfully claimed. To 
that end, I was delighted to be able to appoint Miss 
Roberts as Head of Drama, promote Miss Levy to Head 
of Music (when Mrs Gears was promoted onto the Senior 
Leadership Team) and shortly after that ‘Miss Imogen’ 
Knight from Colours of Dance to be our inaugural 
Dance Co-ordinator: all three teachers are featured in 
this edition and their passion and professionalism are 
evident in these enthusiastic articles. 

I also extended our scholarship provision in various 
directions to meet our students’ wide-ranging interests 
and talents. What had been a limited offering of 
academic and Music scholarships at Year 7 entry 
became much more exciting and includes: Drama 
scholarships at Year 7, Year 9 and Sixth Form and 
Dance scholarships also at these entry points. Over 
my time at the school I have offered 10 Performing 
Arts scholarships (until 2013), 59 Drama and 20 Dance 
scholarships: these scholars have given of their talents 
and time generously to the benefit of other girls in 
the school. For example, Drama scholars in the upper 
school run a popular Drama club at lunchtime for lower 
school students and last year as part of our Mary Ward 
celebrations, Year 9 students directed Year 7 and Year 
8 girls in a House Drama competition based on devised 
scripts focused on some of the 12 characteristics of a 
Mary Ward school: the scenes were notable for their 
humour and the clarity of their messages. This issue of 

Accolade includes an interview with Sophie W., one of 
our current Dance scholars, which will give you a flavour 
of what these very talented students get up to. The 
students have always enjoyed Speech and Drama and 
our annual showcase, which inspires our Junior School 
London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA) 
pupils, is a delightful marathon of varied monologues 
and duologues performed to a very high standard by 
girls from Year 7 to our Upper Sixth students. You can 
read more about LAMDA and its benefits in the article 
by our Speech and Drama teacher, Mrs Weber.

I quickly decoupled Dance from Gymnastics in what 
had been a joint annual event in order to give ample 
‘floor space’ to both creative outlets and ‘Shine!’ arose 
– an annual showcase of eclectic dance and creativity 
ranging from traditional Mongolian to ballroom and 
every style in between. Subsequently, we were able 
to refurbish the Drama studio into the ‘v cool’ space it 
now is, with its stylish black, purple and silver colour 
scheme. In Hall A, the lighting and sound deck that had 
lasted an astonishing 30+ years was replaced with state 
of the art equipment, in part generously funded by our 
extremely lively and supportive PTA. In my early years, 
Hall A saw lively productions of Joseph and Oliver! with 
a quite brilliant performance by the then Sixth Form 
student, Jasleen C., of Fagin; you will be able to read in 
this issue about higher education and careers in the 
Performing Arts currently being undertaken by some of 
our alumnae. Our musicals have progressively fronted 
female leads – from Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz two 
years ago to this term’s eponymous heroine Annie. No 
doubt we will get around to The Sound of Music and no, 
I will not be volunteering for the role of Mother Superior!
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No doubt we will get around 
to The Sound of Music and no, 
I will not be volunteering for 
the role of Mother Superior!

Charlotte Avery



Musical activities start on Monday with the 
junior chamber choir for which the girls 
in Year 3 and Year 4 audition each year. 

The girls sing in unison as well as two and three part 
harmony and often join with the senior chamber choir 
in concerts. The senior choir, comprising all of the 
pupils in Year 5 and Year 6, sings on a Tuesday and 
enjoys tackling a wide repertoire of music. The junior 
choir for pupils in Year 3 and Year 4, much like senior 
choir, enables the girls to sing many different types of 
music and they start to experience two part singing.

If the pupils prefer playing an instrument then 
the wind group, incorporating flutes, clarinets and 
saxophones, practises on Wednesdays. The orchestra 
rehearses on a Thursday and includes string and wind, 
brass and percussion. Girls of all levels are encouraged 
to participate and easier parts are always available for 
the less experienced players. Also on Thursdays, the 
Pre-prep choir rehearses and the younger girls enjoy 
singing with some of the Year 6 girls who help with 
rehearsals – it is inspiring to see our younger girls grow 
with confidence in their singing and performing skills.

Friday is the turn of the senior chamber choir, for 
which girls in Year 5 and Year 6 audition. Thanks to 
our central location in this historic city, our pupils 
are lucky to have the opportunity to take part in 
competitions and concerts in the beautiful buildings 

the city has to offer. Many of these girls go on to sing 
in the Senior School choirs as well as those around 
Cambridge. The recorder consort also rehearses 
on Fridays and includes descant, treble and tenor 
recorders with girls from Year 3 to Year 6. All of the 
pupils in Year 2 to Year 5 learn the recorder as part of 
their Music lessons and this encourages many of them 
to go on to learn a secondary instrument.

All of the Junior School pupils take part in the Christmas 
carol service at OLEM and the summer concert at 
West Road, both of which include all of our choirs and 
ensembles. There are two teatime concerts each term 
and all the girls are encouraged to take part in these, 
whatever the level of their musical ability. Year 3 and 
Year 4 and then Year 5 and Year 6 take part in musical 
plays which include all the girls singing and performing. 
The youngest girls perform in a nativity play at 
Christmas written each year by one of our talented 
members of staff. Last year’s nativity, written, directed 
and produced by Mrs Kew, was a marvellous production 
called The Colours of Christmas. The play retained the 
traditional story and thanks to the literary magic of Mrs 
Kew, wove the girls’ ideas into a marvellous musical 
production – a truly fitting start to Christmas time.  

Music is an integral part of life at the Junior School 
and our hope is that every girl, whatever her talent, 
will have a love for music for the rest of her life.

Creativity should be central to the curriculum 
and to the process of how the curriculum is 
delivered, rather than an added extra, and at the 

Junior School we believe that all children are entitled to 
this broad and balanced curriculum. Consequently, we 
have implemented a core Creative Fusion Curriculum 
which merges the traditional elements of independent 
learning with creativity, challenge and discovery.

Our broad curriculum allows our girls to explore and 
develop their talents and interests so that they can 
reach their full academic and creative potential. The 
Performing Arts are integrated into our curriculum 
- the practical and cross-curricular approach of the 
Creative Curriculum encourages children to explore 
ways in which to learn and apply their knowledge 
with originality and purpose. It encourages creativity, 
critical and reflective thinking and produces excited, 
enthusiastic, enquiry-driven learners. Titanic is one of 
our popular class topics and our teachers use Dance 
and Music to represent different elements of the story. 
The pupils in Year 6 created a haunting composition 
depicting the Titanic voyage in a musical way.  

Music is absolutely central to the life of the Junior 
School as it is to the Senior School. Mrs Stephenson 
describes in a separate article the range and depth 
and standard of music making and it is down to her 
professionalism and enthusiasm and dedication that 
the girls are enabled and guided so brilliantly on their 

musical journey. Mrs Stephenson retires at the end of 
this year and we lose an enormously valued colleague 
from our community. We thank her most warmly 
for all that she has contributed to the school’s Music 
provision over the years and we wish her a very happy 
and fulfilling retirement.

Drama is integrated into the English curriculum, for 
example as a Drama activity our pupils were asked 
to re-enact the Battle of Bosworth: an opportunity 
to showcase their understanding of the historical 
sequence of events while using creative flair. Our Year 6 
pupils have also been using their new iPads for Drama-
based activities and have also gone behind the camera, 
getting to grips with filming techniques. In the Summer 
Term we will stage our junior version of Shakespeare 
in the Garden, this year tackling A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, incorporating modern songs with the original 
Shakespearian text. At the end of Spring Term, our 
French theatre club put on Asterix and Obelix: The 
Musical – a truly captivating performance by all age 
groups; singing and performing in French. Indeed, our 
Reception class learns French and Mandarin vocabulary 
through the medium of song!

So, right from the start, our curriculum works in 
harmony with creativity, encouraging curious minds 
to reach their full creative potential.
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Mr Christepher Hald, Head of Juniors

Inspiring girls to reach 
their full potential

Our Junior School has a thriving Music department 
with many of the girls learning one or more 
instruments and taking part in our many musical 
activities, which we are proud to offer every day.
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In harmony... 
every day of the week

Mrs Petra Stephenson, Head of Music at the Junior School
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I am an alumna of St Mary’s School, Cambridge 
and having left once I’d completed my A Level 
studies in 1999, I returned to the school in 

September 2006 to teach Music. I am currently 
Director of Music at the school. I love the fact that 
the school still offers a warm, caring environment 
where everyone is known and celebrated, and in 
the Music department, as across the school, we are 
committed to providing inspiring opportunities 
for girls to participate and excel whatever their 
level of expertise or prior experience. Passion and 
commitment are the keys to excelling at and 
enjoying music. At our school, we reward equally 
commitment and excellence.
 
During my own time as a student at the school, I 
opted for subjects including Art, Geography and 
Music at GCSE, and at A Level I studied Italian and 
French alongside Music. The first instrument I ever 
studied was the piano, which was invaluable in 
teaching me how to read both treble and bass clef 
and how to understand harmony. From the age of 
nine I also started to learn the cello, which was to 
become my main instrument throughout my time 
in the Senior School. As an orchestral instrument, 
this opened new doors to me. Musicians are very 
sociable beings and I loved being part of a team, 
getting to know students from different year groups 
through music, and seeing how my individual part 
contributed to something big and impressive. On top 
of my commitments to music at school, I joined a 
number of orchestras outside of school such as the 
Cambridge Youth Orchestra.
 

I read Music and Education Studies at the University 
of Cambridge and it was during my final year at 
university that I began singing, which has become 
a real passion. After graduating, I completed my 
PGCE teaching qualification and spent a couple of 
years teaching at Parkside School;  I then spent an 
enjoyable year teaching Music abroad at the Sir 
James Henderson British School of Milan, Italy 
before returning to St Mary’s School, Cambridge.
 
In my spare time I love going to concerts and to 
the opera – the latter is something in which I only 
became interested during my twenties. One opera 
which I would thoroughly recommend to people 
interested in ‘getting into’ opera is The Turn of the 
Screw by Benjamin Britten. It is a haunting setting
of a ghost story by Henry James, and it is in English 
so is really accessible. Or there’s Candide, an operetta 
by Leonard Bernstein which is a musical romp. It is 
far less well-known than his other big hit West Side 
Story, and far less tragic, but the music is exquisite.
 
It is wonderful to be involved in cross-curricular 
activities such as the whole-school production 
of Annie. It is immensely rewarding to see the 
different strands of Performing Arts coming together 
to create such a wonderful piece of entertainment.

Spotlight on 
Miss Emma Levy -
Director of Music at 
St Mary’s School, Cambridge

Our Music department prides itself on 
being inclusive; offering every student the 
opportunity to participate in extra-curricular 

music-making whatever their prior musical 
experience, and we cater as much for students who 
join us never having learned an instrument or sung 
in a choir before, as we do for those who join us with 
Grade 8 in one or more instruments.
 
We also cater for students’ diverse musical tastes 
and interests with our ensembles performing in a 
range of styles from jazz to pop to classical and world 
music. In recent years, we have also been honoured 
to give premiere performances of bespoke music 
written especially for our students by internationally 
acclaimed composers such as Graham Lack, Will 
Todd and Carl Rütti. Every week the department runs 
an impressive 15 clubs at lunchtimes and after school, 
and there are opportunities galore for students to 

showcase their performance skills publicly, whether 
that is in one of our intimate chamber concerts, 
performing liturgical music in one of our Masses or 
services, or performing to a packed auditorium at the 
University of Cambridge concert hall.
 
The school year is packed with musical events, 
in which students of all talents and ages can 
participate. In the Autumn Term, we host our Young 
Pianist of the Year and Young Musician of the Year 
competitions; this year adjudicated by BBC Radio 3’s 
Sara Mohr-Pietsch. Our large-scale Christmas concert 
and the beautiful carol service at the church of OLEM 
also take place in the Autumn Term. The winner of 
the Agnes Heron Memorial Cup (awarded each year 
to our Young Pianist of the Year) is invited to perform 
their solo on the stage of West Road concert hall in 
the Christmas concert.
Contd.

76

There are certainly a huge number of 
inspiring musical opportunities on offer for 
our students and I would encourage as many 
as possible to take advantage of them.
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Opportunities galore to 
showcase musical talent
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It is immensely rewarding 
to see the different strands 
of Performing Arts coming 
together to create such 
a wonderful piece of 
entertainment.
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Early in the Spring Term, alongside talented soloists, 
our small chamber ensembles, such as string 
quartet and Tutti Flutti, have the opportunity to 
shine in our annual chamber music concert, which 
is held each January in the beautiful Emmanuel 
United Reformed Church in the heart of Cambridge. 
Also in the Spring Term, we present a biennial 
musical-theatre performance in collaboration with 
the Drama department; recent productions include 
The Wizard of Oz (2013) and Annie (2015).
 
This spring, we introduced a new event into the 
Music department’s busy programme – on 28 
February we hosted our inaugural song-writing 
masterclass with insights and advice offered by two 
industry professionals. This event was conceived 
not only as an enrichment day for budding song-
writers in its own right, but also as a platform 
for launching this year’s annual song-writing 
competition. Each Summer Term students have the 
opportunity to enter a song that they’ve written 
themselves or with friends into our competition, 
and we devote a whole-school assembly to 
recognising the talents and skills of the winning 
song composers.
 
Towards the end of the Summer Term, we return 
to the University of Cambridge concert hall for 
our summer gala concert. Alongside our large 
ensembles, our Young Musician of the Year 
impresses the audience with her performance of a 
selected movement from her chosen concerto. Last 
year, Young Musician of the Year, Katie M., joined 

the senior orchestra to perform two movements 
from Tartini’s Concertino for Clarinet and Strings 
with poise and flair. At present, this year’s Young 
Musician title winner (Georgina J.) and senior 
orchestra are busily preparing the first movement 
of Mozart’s Piano Concerto no. 23 in readiness for 
this year’s summer gala concert on 17 June.
 
In the year that we are not producing a musical 
theatre performance, the Music department is busy 
preparing and rehearsing for our biennial European 
concert tour: the final jewel in the crown of a full, 
fun-filled programme. Last July we took a merry 
band of singers, Canturiste, to Lake Garda, Italy 
where we gave two concerts and enjoyed the many 
wonderful tourist attractions in the area. Next year 
we hope to take the students to another beautiful 
European location. There are certainly a huge 
number of inspiring musical opportunities on offer 
for our students and I would encourage as many as 
possible to take advantage of them.
 
The Music department is committed to offering 
outreach opportunities to those within our wider 
community. As such, on top of the regular, jam-
packed schedule of events described above, we 
present unique performance opportunities to 
parents, Pastonians (alumnae) and friends of 
the school, for example the Britten Centenary 
Celebration Concert which we undertook last 
autumn which involved over 180 singers.

...we devote a whole-school assembly 
to recognising the talents and skills 
of the winning song composers.
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Miss Emma Levy, Director of Music

Performing Arts issue Spring Term 2015



Given the ability of Dance, much like Music, to touch 
almost everyone from time to time, our ambition 
is to create opportunities, for as many students as 
are interested, to dance in school. Dance is good 
for the body and for the soul, for self-discipline and 
self-organisation, for building presentation skills and 
learning the value of practice. So it is a never-ending 
quest at the school to seek out dancers of every level 
and ability to try to encourage and involve them in 
their own way to keep dance a part of their lives – 
this activity will keep participants healthy physically, 
teach them to respect their bodies, as well as help 
develop necessary skills to work productively both 
alone and with others.

It is safe to say that Dance at St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge reflects all of this, starting at Junior 
School level.  From Reception to Year 4, the pupils 
have curriculum-based Dance lessons and we run 
extra-curricular Dance clubs at the Junior School 
currently focusing on ballet and street dance, with 
access to other dance genres from time to time as the 
timetable allows.  Within the school body there are 
highly talented, utterly committed and very skilled 
dancers in many genres, including ballet, tap, street 
and folk dance who attend upwards of 10 hours of 
classes a week. These students work comfortably 
alongside girls taking one class a week, and those 
who have started attending dance classes for the 
first time ever, or who take dance just as part of the 
Physical Education curriculum. The annual Dance 
showcase is a shining example of this in practice. 
This year, there will be students taking part from 
every part of the school, Junior School, Senior School 
and Sixth Form. Every piece is special and every dance 
reflects a little of the dancer, proving that dance can 
touch us in a multitude of ways.

1110
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Dance is a basic human social and emotional 
activity – and has been ever since we started 
living in communities. Some of us keep it 

private and wouldn’t dream of breaking out into a 
few steps in front of friends, let alone strangers; while 
for others the desire, nay need, to express oneself 
through the medium of dance is so strong that the 
world becomes a stage. It is an extraordinary thing 
that this art (or is it a sport), which is so fundamental 
to human expression, is available to us all, and yet 
is also one of the most demanding careers requiring 
total commitment to gain the appropriate level of skill 
to reach the top. All of which makes it a perfect and 
truly inspiring activity for each and every one of us as 
we make our own journey through life.

For me, dance has been a vitally important part of 
my life – a safe place and a golden thread, something 
to share and also something intensely private. 
I started formal Dance classes when I was four and 
at primary school, and this then grew into a career 
path. Having gained a Royal Academy of Dance (RAD) 
scholarship at 11, I then attended any dancing events 
I could get to in my hometown. I was lucky to have 
a kind and wise teacher who could help me (and my 
parents) balance the varying demands of school and 
time in the studio. After three years at vocational 
dance school, where I qualified as a student teacher, 
I decided to extend my academic education further 
and went off to university – during which I also 
started paid teaching. After travelling the world and 
getting married, I have since started three dance 
schools, in Singapore, Taipei and now Cambridge.    

I also work as part of the regional panel for the RAD, 
giving back to an organisation that has given me so 
much, as well as doing my part to help pass on the 
magic of dance to the next generation. One example 
of this is working with St Mary’s School, Cambridge 
and the RAD to hold a ‘repertoire day’ for local 
students in Cambridge.  

Miss Imogen Knight, 
Dance Co-ordinator

Dance -  
art or 
sport?

For me, dance has been a vitally 
important part of my life – a 
safe place and a golden thread, 
something to share and also 
something intensely private.
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With special permission to take time off in 
November for a day in London, I took the 
Intermediate Foundation (vocational) 

examination at the Royal Academy of Dance (RAD), 
and I was delighted to achieve a 91% distinction, 
which was the highest from the ballet school! 

I have been learning ballet since I was four years 
old and I currently attend 15 dance lessons each 
week including contemporary and pointe and 
teaching younger pupils on a Saturday morning. 
I also attended classes at the RAD in preparation for 
the examination. The preparation 
for the Intermediate Foundation 
examination took me two years in 
total. On the day I felt quite nervous 
even though I was prepared, as the environment 
was quite serious. I wasn’t sure at the time 
whether my free work went well, but I’m glad to 
have done so well and on reflection it must have 
been good enough!

I am currently working toward my Grade 6 
examination so I have been practising additional 
hours on Sundays in preparation. After Grade 6 I 
intend to carry on with the grades and also to start 
working toward the next RAD examination, the 
Intermediate. 

I am hoping to attend a dedicated ballet or 
dance Sixth Form when I leave St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge, which I will need to audition for. I hope 
to be a professional ballerina when I finish school 
and have completed all of the RAD examinations. 

I am currently studying Geography, Dual Science, 
Art and French alongside other core subjects for 
GCSE, and I enjoy participating in extra-curricular 
activities including the showcase, cross country 
club, and ESNA netball. 

For anyone who wants to get in to ballet, they should 
look into dance lessons, or in to joining in with any 
of the dance clubs at school or locally. Practice 
is key, and determination is the most important 
characteristic. Being able to dance en pointe takes a 
lot of different exercises to strengthen your feet and 
ankles, and a lot of ballet practice to learn how to do 
it properly. The best bit about ballet is the challenge, 
and always wanting to improve your technique.

I am currently working 
toward my Grade 6 
examination so I have been 
practising additional hours 
on Sundays in preparation.

1312

AccolAde

In November I took the train to London for 
the day to take the Intermediate Foundation 
(vocational) examination at the Royal Academy 

of Dance (RAD) – and I’m pleased to have done 
so well, achieving distinction! I performed ballet 
exercises in front of the examiner and was then given 
free work; I was told which steps the examiner would 
like performed, and then I decided how best to link 
the steps together and performed them. 

I have been learning ballet since I was three, and I 
now practise every day except Wednesdays, attending 
the King Slocombe School of Dance in Cambridge, and 
I have worked through to achieving Grade 7 so far. I’ve 
also enjoyed participating in dance events at school, 
including the showcase and the RAD workshops. I am 
auditioning for the National Youth Ballet this year, 
which is a residential course involving the creation 
and performance of a ballet. I’m also already working 
towards what will be the next examination for me, the 
Intermediate, again at RAD. 

I haven’t yet decided what I would like to do when 
I finish school. So, as I’m currently choosing which 

subjects to study for GCSE, I’m making sure I keep 
my options open, and I’m especially looking 

forward to taking Triple Science, Geography 
and Art in Year 10.

For anyone hoping to get more involved 
in Dance or Performing Arts I would 
advise them to just get involved, 

whether that’s by joining a local dance 
school, participating in school activities such as 
the showcase, or attending the RAD workshops like 
the Swan Lake repertoire which our school hosted 
in March. For ballet specifically, the earlier you can 
start practising the better, but it’s never too late to 
participate in modern and contemporary forms of 
dance, at any level. 

Interview with 
Year 9 student 
Helena L.

Interview with Year 10 student 
and Dance scholar, Sophie W.

I am auditioning for the 
National Youth Ballet this year, 
which is a residential course 
involving the creation and 
performance of a ballet. 
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I’m delighted to have the chance to update you on 
the wonderful work and progression of our thriving 
Drama department here at St Mary’s School, 

Cambridge.

Our numbers continue to grow both at GCSE and A Level, 
going from 14 students for GCSE when Ms Oliver and I 
first arrived three years ago, to two groups and a total of 
30 Year 10s moving forward this year. The students are 
voting with their feet and we see the girls thriving both 
creatively and academically through Drama.

Last year ended with a brilliantly funny and engaging 
interpretation of Shakespeare’s Much Ado About 
Nothing, which was performed against the backdrop 
of the historic Elms building on the Senior School’s 
Chapel lawn and tied in beautifully with the 1920s 
inspired setting. The actors are to be commended for 
creating such convincing characters: their complete 
understanding of the language and the rhythms of the 
play made the humour and the horror highly convincing.

At the beginning of this Autumn Term we were 
delighted to be approached by Nina Gold Casting 
Agency which was looking for a young actress to play 
‘Sophie’ in Steven Spielberg’s next film, the Roald Dahl 

favourite The BFG. 20 girls both from the Junior School 
and Senior School went to audition and although 
Sophie wasn’t discovered here, the casting agent 
commented that “I hope I can come again…There are 
some exceptionally talented girls”. This was a real 
credit to those who auditioned and had little time to 
learn the highly confidential script.

It was full steam ahead in the Autumn Term to prepare 
for Annie and the cast and crew, which numbered over 
140 girls, went above and beyond to ensure that this was 
a production that delighted its audience. As Mary Ward 
proclaimed, “In time, women will come to do much” and 
this project proved that girls can do it all! Our amazing 
technical team comprised Hannah B.D. on the dimmer 
and faders, Olivia S., Eilidh P. and Alice de W. rotating the 
mics with exceptional speed and efficiency. The make-
up and hair teams caused a real stir on stage with Dana 
a.k.a. James Bond using curling tongs, bobby pins, and 
a can of hairspray as her weapons of mass construction! 
The designs of the set and costume teams came to 
life on stage which was managed by the slick Ninjas 
in Black – the backstage crew. We also had incredible 
musicians in the band and a very reliable props team.  

Contd.
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As Mary Ward 
proclaimed, “In time, 
women will come to 
do much” and this 
project proved that 
girls can do it all!

Quality is not an act; 
it is a habit – Aristotle



And then there was the acting… 
The characterisation and rapport between the cast was outstanding; the routines were executed with 
confidence and precision and the male roles were brilliantly brought to life and convincingly played by 
some of our most accomplished performers. It really would be unfair of me to recall specific names because 
everyone was so good – and as an audience member commented: “There was just no chink in the armour – 
everyone was brilliant.” The accolades are still rolling in but here are just a few…! 

I strongly believe that we are now in a ‘habit’ of delivering high ‘quality’ pieces of theatre. Our department 
continues to enjoy teaching, directing and working with the girls and the Performing Arts team to give 
the girls opportunities to shine and develop a range of skills that will equip them in the future, as well as 
memories that will last them a lifetime.

I’ve seen the one in the 
West End, and this one 
was better.

Building confidence 
and social skills through 
Speech and Drama

1716

AccolAde

Well done all of you on an 
absolutely fantastic production! 
Gorgeous toe-tapping music, 
wonderful characterisations, great 
costumes, incredible singing and 
dancing, I was quite blown away!

 We thought the whole thing was really 
tremendous – amazing singing, acting, 
sets, everything. We were really quite 
overawed by the show last night.

Please pass on a big WELL 
DONE to all involved with 
Annie, there was obviously 
a great deal of hard work by 
the girls/staff and everybody 
was really impressed. They 
should be VERY proud of 
their achievement.

Miss Esther Roberts, Head of Drama

Speech and Drama lessons are offered at
St Mary’s School, Cambridge as extra-
curricular lessons and prove to be extremely 

popular with students from the Junior School 
through to the Sixth Form. An exceptional number 
of girls study with our popular Speech and Drama 
teachers for LAMDA examinations.

What is Speech and Drama and how would 
it benefit my daughter you ask? Speech is 
communicating with one another, and Drama is 
choosing an interesting way to express it. Fear of 
speaking in public or socialising with peers is not 
uncommon for children. They are anxious, afraid 
of being ridiculed or being the centre of attention. 
The truth is, these fears will remain with children 
and develop long into adulthood if not challenged. 
Speech and Drama builds confidence, self-esteem, 
social skills and conversational ability. It also 
teaches empathy, providing opportunities for our 
students to experience the world from perspectives 
outside their own. Speech and Drama lessons are 
not meant just for reserved children but for the 
exuberant ones too. Drama is a wonderful way 
through which they can channel their energies to 
find innovative methods of creating and expressing 
themselves.  

The benefits of Speech and Drama are clear. 
Children develop self-confidence and at the same 
time become good communicators. LAMDA began 
offering speech examinations to the public in the 
1880s and these examinations have been refined 
and developed over the years to now form a 
comprehensive system of performance evaluation. 
LAMDA’s mission is to improve standards in 
communication through the spoken word, foster 
an appreciation of literature and support creative, 
intellectual and social development.  

Speech and Drama lessons were successfully 
introduced to the Junior School in February 

2014. The girls are visited on a weekly basis by 
Samantha Tucker who prepares the girls for LAMDA 
examinations in Verse and Prose and Acting, 
which are taken at the LAMDA Cambridge Public 
Centre once a term. The lessons have proved to be 
very popular with pupils from Year 3 upwards and 
the girls achieved eight Distinctions and a Merit 
between them when they took their examinations 
in December.  

I run the lessons at the Senior School and 
have spent many years teaching the girls and 
encouraging them to release their inhibitions when 
performing. Having taken LAMDA examinations 
as a teenager and then going on to drama school 
myself I am able to recognise each student’s 
abilities, working to improve in particular their 
confidence when speaking in public and improve 
their vocal and acting techniques. The lessons 
are becoming increasingly popular with our 
international students too as they recognise these 
benefits in relation to their English speaking skills, 
developing their vocal delivery to enhance clarity 
and expression. The LAMDA medal grades also now 
offer valuable UCAS points, which is a huge bonus 
for our Sixth Form students. We have had a number 
of students go on to study Drama at university and 
we are particularly proud of one alumna, Isabella 
Della-Porta, who has recently gained a place in the 
much coveted three year acting degree course at 
the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (RADA). We are 
also wishing the best of luck to Beccy Bush who is 
through to the third round of auditions at RADA.  

Our students work towards taking examinations 
yearly and also look forward to the annual Speech 
and Drama showcase in March. All students who 
are involved rise to the challenge of performing on 
the main stage, creating imaginative and dynamic 
work to an appreciative and captivated audience.

Mrs Kate Weber, Speech and Drama teacher
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Performing Arts is a popular part of our curriculum 
and plays a role in helping girls to build confidence, 
develop interpersonal skills and express themselves 
creatively. A number of our students have continued 
their successful school careers in Performing Arts 
into higher education and their careers. Flora 
Sheldon is reading Music at the University of 
Oxford on a choral scholarship; Jessica Norton is 
undertaking a Masters in Conducting at Birmingham 
University and Hollie Haines is thoroughly enjoying 
Leeds College of Music. During her time at St Mary’s 
School, Cambridge Hollie, a Performing Arts scholar 
and Music prefect, won the national ‘School's Got 
Talent’ competition thanks to an outstanding 
performance given at the live finals. Hollie was 
nominated for the competition by our Director of 
Music, Miss Levy, for her enthusiasm and her love 
of commitment to her own music writing.  

 By inviting our alumnae to get involved with 
specialist events for our students we are bringing role 
models and mentors into school and creating links 
for work experience outside the classroom. Former 
St Mary’s School, Cambridge student, Emerald 
O’Hanrahan, known as the voice of Emma Grundy 
on BBC Radio 4's The Archers, was welcomed back 
to the school in 2013 to perform a recital of extracts 
from Jane Austen. This one-off performance was 
organised to celebrate 200 years since the publishing 
of Jane Austen’s most successful novel, Pride and 
Prejudice. It is alumna like 
Emerald who will inspire 
the next generation 
of enthusiastic 
students to 
continue 
with 

their Drama, Music, and Dance studies. Ella R., a 
Year 10 student at St Mary’s School, Cambridge, 
aspires to be an actress when she leaves school 
and is certainly on the right track to do so. Last 
year she took part in filming for a new and exciting 
BBC TV series as well as playing the part of an 
extra in crime detective series, The Interceptor. As 
an enthusiastic Drama student, Ella takes LAMDA 
classes outside of school and is also part of YAC 
(the Young Actors Company). Gigi D., a Year 9 
student and one of this year’s Annie title roles, 
has also been actively pursuing her talents by 

treading the boards at Her Majesty’s Theatre in 
London. Gigi is also a member of The Pauline 

Quirke Academy of Performing Arts 
in Cambridge and as part of this 

took part in Fright Night, a one 
night only show at the theatre, 

hosted by Pauline Quirke herself. Gigi attended The 
Italia Conti Academy of Theatre Arts last summer 
as she continues to add to her growing CV of film, 
TV and theatre roles.

We are located in the heart of the academically 
and culturally rich city of Cambridge, which has 
much to offer. In the past our Work Experience 
Co-ordinator, Mrs Sarah Newbery, has successfully 
placed girls for work experience with the technical 
team at the Cambridge Arts Theatre and three 
students went to the Royal Shakespeare Company 
for work experience in Stratford. We believe that our 
girls’ creative acumen and abilities will continue to 
grow as they build their careers, and become the 
next generation’s great enthusiasts and leaders. 

Mrs Sonia Gears, Assistant Head & teacher of Music

At St Mary’s School, Cambridge 
we understand the importance 
of building on the success and 

experiences of former students to inspire 
current students not just to have more but to 
look beyond themselves so they enter adulthood 
aspiring to be more and to give more.
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Email: enquiries@stmaryscambridge.co.uk
Telephone: 01223 353253 

 
Junior School: 6 Chaucer Road, Cambridge CB2 7EB
Senior School: Bateman Street, Cambridge CB2 1LY 

 
stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn

http://www.stmaryscambridge.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolCambridge
https://twitter.com/stmaryssch
https://twitter.com/StMarysSch
https://www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolCambridge
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-mary's-school-cambridge
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